Crisis
dictatorship to democracy are never the real grounds
which move men to impose it or accept it; for the
only real ground is so violent an irritation with things
in general that it makes the unpolitical reckless.
As the unconscious tendency to trust the old routine
decreases in strength the conscious planning to get
control over one's opponents becomes more vigorous.
And the vague sense of a common good shared with
one's opponents is replaced by a definite feeling that
one's own interest is the common good. But when
each side stands not for an "interest," in the old sense,
but for a "common good," each side is more willing
to fight the other. When one side is confessedly seeking
only its own interest it cannot very well object to
the other side seeking another interest. But when each
believes that it has the secret of universal salvation
it will persecute the other side in order to save even
among opponents whatever is worth saving. It will
appeal to force in the name of a common good.
And it is quite easy to believe that one's own interest
is the common good.
Arguments for Violence
Some reasons, however, are usually given for violence
on the Right or the Left. Those inclined to be con-
servative argue that order is obviously a common
good. Disorder increases the risk of suffering for
every one. One tangible order is the traditional order.
Every other order is Utopian. Let us "stick to the
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